
 
 

Award-Winning Windstar Cruises Announces Industry-Leading 

Achievements in AFAR Magazine’s Travelers’ Choice Awards and 

Travel Weekly Magellan Awards 

 

 

Seattle, WA, October 1, 2019 — Each year, AFAR Magazine’s Travelers’ Choice Awards and Travel 

Weekly’s Magellan Awards honor the best in travel. Windstar Cruises has been named best small ship 

cruise line in both of these important awards, along with recognition in multiple other categories, 

affirming the small ship line’s position as an industry leader. 

  

“At Windstar, we know that a great travel experience relies on making every moment of the trip count—

from the quality of the ships to the immersive itineraries to the stellar port experiences and the people 

who make it all happen on land and at sea,” said Windstar President John Delaney. “These awards are 

an endorsement of our high standards of excellence.” 

  

For the second year in a row, Windstar has been named “Best Small-Ship Cruise Line” in AFAR 

magazine’s annual Travelers’ Choice Awards, which were selected based on votes from more than 

100,000 of the magazine’s discriminating readers.  

 

“On Windstar Cruises, no more than 342 guests sail at a time, and the small-size vessels can access 

waterways and ports that other cruise lines can’t visit,” wrote AFAR when describing why the line won 

Best Small-Ship Cruise Line. “Travelers can see Greece via the Corinth Canal or marvel at Alaska’s 

landscape by way of Prince William Sound. At day’s end, they can freshen up in a marble bathroom, 

enjoy a dish created by a James Beard Foundation chef, or order a cocktail from the 24-hour room 

service.” 

 

Judged by a panel of top-notch travel experts, the 2019 Travel Weekly Magellan Awards honor the best 

in travel and salute the outstanding travel professionals behind it all. In these important industry 
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awards, Windstar received top honors: For the fourth consecutive year, the line was named the Gold 

winner for “Overall-Small Cruise Ship” with less than 500 passengers.  

 

In addition, Windstar won a number of other top honors in the 2019 Travel Weekly Magellan Awards. 

Windstar’s Star Specialist Program for Travel Agents took Gold for best “Overall Education Program,” 

recognizing this unique academy that puts learning within easy reach and provides the tools agents 

need to succeed in booking Windstar’s small-ship vacations. The 2019-2021 Voyage Collection was 

named Gold in the “Cruise Marketing-Direct Mail” category, honoring the gorgeous and immersive 

brochure that showcases the world’s best ships, itineraries, programs, and amenities, as well as all the 

incredible destinations where Windstar sails. The company’s Sail Amsterdam Celebration—a one-of-a-

kind experience on the largest sailing cruise ship in the world—won Gold in the “Cruise-Expeditions-

Itinerary” category. Windstar’s Uncommon Indonesia—a dazzling island hop that features amazing 

sights and natural wonders—also earned Gold in the “Cruise-Expeditions-Itinerary” category. In total, 

Windstar received five Gold awards. 

 

Beyond these top awards, Windstar was a finalist for four other AFAR Travelers’ Choice Awards, 

including Best Experiential Itineraries, Best Caribbean Cruise Line, Best French Polynesia Cruise Line, 

and Best Mediterranean Cruise Line. Windstar also won five Silver awards in the Travel Weekly 

Magellan Awards. It was recognized for its Concierge Collection Series, a highly curated selection of 

excursions available throughout Windstar’s sailing regions. Ranging in group size from four to 16 

guests, these intimate adventures allow passengers to live like a local for a day. Windstar’s Signature 

Expeditions program—which serves up intimate adventures and active enrichment in Alaska—also 

received a Silver award. Additionally, the following Windstar itineraries were given a Silver award: 

Alaska Glaciers & Prince William Sound, Star Collector: Grand Caribbean Adventure, and Star 

Collector: Journey to the Holy Lands.  

 

A complete list of the 2019 AFAR Magazine’s Travelers’ Choice Awards can be found at 

https://www.afar.com/magazine/travelers-choice-awards-2019. And a list of this year’s Travel Weekly 

Magellan Awards winners can be found at www.travelweeklyawards.com/winners/. To learn more about 

Windstar’s unique style of authentic small ship cruising, contact a travel advisor or Windstar Cruises at 

1-800-258-7245, or visit www.windstarcruises.com. 

### 
 

Editor’s note: for open download of images visit: https://windstarcruises.webdamdb.com/bp/#/assets.  

 

Contacts: PR@windstarcruises.com   Sally Spaulding, Percepture PR 

970-986-9063; sspaulding@percepture.com 

       
About Windstar Cruises  

Windstar Cruises operates a six-ship fleet of masted sailing ships and all-suite motor ships cruising throughout Europe, the Caribbean, Costa 

Rica and the Panama Canal, Asia, Alaska and British Columbia, Canada and New England, Tahiti and the South Pacific, Mexico and U.S. 

Coastal, and newly launched Australia and New Zealand cruises. Windstar’s fleet is the market leader in small ship cruising calling on more 

than 330 off-the-beaten-path and popular ports in nearly 80 countries. The boutique line caters to between 148 and 342 guests on each sailing 

and takes travelers on cruises that are 180 degrees from ordinary. Windstar has recently launched the $250 Million Star Plus Initiative to 

transform three Star Class ships with new suites, restaurants, and world-class spa and fitness center. The award-winning line is known for 

immersive experiences, destination authenticity, port-intensive itineraries, exceptional service, and an innovative culinary program as the 

Official Cruise Line of the James Beard Foundation. Windstar Cruises is a part of Xanterra Travel Collection, an award-winning, globally 

diversified travel company offering once in a lifetime experiences in some of the most beautiful and iconic places on earth. 
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